“Beyond the Horizon”

1 Kings19: 11-15a

Luke 18:35-43

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Amen

Many of us come to the service today with a new perspective for having been aboard the “Starship Galactic Praise” last week. We are excited about that journey: the scriptures we studied in the Good News Galaxy and the music crafts, games and snacks that were all out of this world. But the first thing I want to do on our re-entry this morning is ask the children a question: “Do you think that the adults should go to vacation bible school?” Yes? If you will indulge us here for a minute – could you stand if you ever attended or volunteered at a vacation bible school at a church?

Cadets, look around you – this is your church family and we once stood where you are today. Of course I doubt any of us had a motorcycle riding “rockateer” named Rocket Rick or a descendant of the 16th century astronomer Galileo Princess Gali-Leah and we did not have Star Wars in mind but we did explore God’s word. The 2010 VBS curriculum was irresistible because it was an invitation to wonder about God, the universe and Divine Providence. We learned the language of heaven and you heard it a few minutes ago.

We also had traveling companions that taught us that God speaks to us in exactly the right words at the right time if we do two things: ask questions and listen. Two people in particular were very accomplished at asking questions and listening even though one was a prophet on the run and the other was a blind beggar sitting on the wayside of the road running from Jericho to Jerusalem.

First we attend to our prophet Elijah. We met him earlier this month – remember he incited the wrath of that evil Queen Jezebel after slaying all 450 of her pagan prophets that worshipped her pagan god Baal. Elijah defeated all those prophets and won the greatest victory a prophet could hope for but in a surprising twist once he heard that Jezebel planned to avenge them and kill him - he ran for his life to the wilderness outside Beer-Sheba.

Overwhelmed with fear and dread said to God, “Take my life I am no better than my ancestors.” He gave up. I think he panicked just as we do from time to time: he felt that God was no match for that Queen of Darkness: Jezebel.

In God’s providence he sent an angel to minister to him with food and water and for 40 days and nights he wandered in the desert ultimately coming to the cave at Mount Horeb where we found him this morning, just after God had asked him a question: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He explains his sorry state after all he had done for God and God says go out and stand on the mountain. He listened, listened very closely. Standing on the edge of a mountain during a whirlwind, earthquake and fire gets our attention and silences other concerns.

Had Elijah been a perfect conquering super hero we might admire him but we would never relate to him as we do today. The story we just heard reaches across the centuries to our inmost soul that place where courage and fear reside where faith and doubt stand side by side. This mighty powerful courageous prophet learns that God does not desire his victories but his obedience – trust me. And in that still small voice Elijah learns to calm down and go back and be about the Lord’s work even if it does not include being the mightiest prophet ever. 

It is not a coincidence that this takes place on Mount Horeb the exact place where Moses received the Ten Commandments.  That day the mountain shook and fire soared and lightening struck as the presence of the Lord shown down on the people. God speaks when the earth, quakes, the wind is fierce, the fires rage and lightning strikes but he also speaks in silence: He is in all things and all places.

The Gospel lesson affirms that God speaks and also acts.  The blind man heard a commotion and asks, “What is happening?” He listened very closely to the answer: “Jesus of Nazareth.” Immediately he raised his voice shouted not once but twice. He could not be silenced or intimidated.  

The crowd was impatient and for good reason. Every male over the age of 12 living within 15 miles of Jerusalem was required to come to Jerusalem for Passover. It was an impossible command so people lined the roadways leading into Jerusalem and wished the pilgrims, “Godspeed.” Jericho is 15 miles northeast of Jerusalem and all those people were listening as the Rabbi in a old tradition taught as he walked. This nameless, poor blind beggar was interrupting their one chance to see and hear Jesus.

The man is bold and persistent he asks not for money but for mercy. Our Lord stopped – “What do you want me to do?”And that was it: Jesus healed him. In Luke’s account the miracle is twofold: he can see but he does not go off – he follows and most important praises God. But the man also knew what he wanted.

To study the Word of God is essential but this lesson makes clear that deeds must follow for deeds reflect the glory of God and our happiness rests in praising God.

Vacation bible school is not just about children. We also have an opportunity to see faith through the eyes of a child and remember that seeing is believing. Unless the children hear and see God’s word in our deeds our witness is frail – just another falling star.

Summer is a great time to pause by the sea or in the mountains or on a trail and listen for that still quiet voice that asks “What are you doing here?”, “What do you want?” It is not the time to take a vacation from God and assure God you are all set thank you.  It is not the time to take a vacation from God but to vacation with God to listen for that still quiet voice within that yearns for mercy and healing and the courage to tell Jesus what we really need. Amen
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