“Heroes”

Psalm 147: 10-11

John 6:5-9

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Amen.

Cedarkirk 2010 was about heroes. Each day campers learned about heroes in the bible and ordinary people that became heroes to others by simply sharing. For example, on Super Bowl Sunday in 1990 a seminary intern named Brad Smith prayed with the Spring Valley Presbyterian Church Youth Group, “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat.”
Their mindfulness found expression in collecting food and money to feed the hungry: 22 South Carolina churches joined in raising $5,700 that year. The Souper Bowl of Caring website confirms that by 1990 “ordinary youth had raised an extraordinary $70 million dollars that went directly to soup kitchens, food banks and other local charities.”
At Family Camp we asked kids and parents and grandparents about their heroes. Spiderman and superman said several kids with conviction! The vast majority of campers over the age of 5 named a member of their family or an influential person in their childhood. And in every case the common denominator was the hero shared something with them.
For bible study, the youth acted out John 6:1-14 the story about Jesus feeding 5,000 people gathered on a mountain side by the Sea of Galilee. We were all struck with the wonder of the miracle and the extraordinary feast. But then we stepped back to take a closer look at the ravenous crowd and one young boy that sat among them.
Picture the drama unfolding in Cedar Lodge: Just after Phillip tells Jesus that six months wages would not buy enough bread for the crowd, Andrew says, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fishes.”
This is the moment we have all been waiting for: the young man playing that part got to choose what happened next. He could keep the food for himself or he could share it with Andrew. In that moment he had to have been very hungry. In that moment he might even have thought about his parents who were waiting for him to come home with dinner for the family. In that moment he could not, in his wildest dreams, have anticipated what Jesus would do with his measly bread and fish.
The miracle within the miracle that day was that a hungry young man shared what he had. Miracles take place when we are willing to give Jesus whatever we are holding in our hands.
The charge to the youth last summer was “Be a hero” and to do that they will need to make choices. I am grateful to Bill Floyd for sharing with us the choices he has made to be the best he can be and follow Jesus.
TTPC was listed among the top 5 churches for camp attendance in 2010. Your generosity, scholarships from Cedarkirk and additional anonymous gifts for camp enabled us to attend camp – another example of the God’s steadfast love at work. May we help our youth continue to think about the lessons of Cedarkirk and what the bible can tell them about true heroes. Amen
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