“Sailing Away”

Luke 8:23-25

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord, our rock and our Redeemer. Amen

“Let us go over,” he said to them, “to the other side of the lake.”  Leaving shore to set sail is daring for from the earliest times the sea has been associated with chaos. Creation itself was about bringing order out of a watery chaos. Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.”

Ancients believed evil spirits resided in the sea: unpredictable and dangerous the sea could not be conquered. And yet God had said, “Let there be light.” And today thousands of years later we hear Jesus rebuke the wind and the surf of the water.” To put this is the language f today, Nothing says sovereignty like the ability to calm the raging sea and still violent winds. This passage is about the Lordship of Jesus who calms the sea.

Notice though that Jesus sleeps in the midst of the storm. Perhaps he sleeps from exhaustion or because he knows that he can trust his men: accomplished fishermen all. Even more says scholar William Barclay, “Jesus slept because he knew that He was as near to God by sea as ever by land.”

Often we feel that only the absence of war will enable us to find, and be at, peace. I think this text requires that we think not about the absence of all conflict and war but how to remember God’s sovereignty: the fact that God is God. Even in the midst of war, God is present with us. 

Today we remember men and women from pilgrims to veterans that trusted in God’s Divine Providence as they crossed raging seas for principles they held dear. From the Atlantic Ocean to the English Channel to the Pacific Ocean – every crossing was filled with challenge.

We remember the Pilgrims and celebrate their feast all over again with gratitude but also an awareness of the hardship they endured. Like the men and women we honor today they were courageous and willing to stand firm despite the cost. We express our faith in a less dramatic but meaningful ritual today as we decide if we will make a pledge to express our commitment to God.

Do you remember the first time you wrote about your faith? Think back to that confirmation class. Well today our youth are going to share with us the faith statements of men and women on the other side of confirmation: members that set sail for another place and encountered storms. We all wonder at times, I know Jesus calmed the storm but can he calm this storm?

What you are about to hear is the summary of conversations that went on all week as our youth had a chance to speak to elders about faith and fear, war and peace, serving and being served. My hope is that as Jess calmed the storm he will calm us in our challenging times that we may trust in him and say with the psalmist, “I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.”

For the peace that passes all understanding and the opportunity to be an instrument of God’s peace we give thanks. Amen
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