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Time to bless the tartan                       
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Ask most Americans about a Scottish tradition called Kirkin' o' the Tartan and chances are they won't have a clue.

That's not the case for congregants of the Temple Terrace Presbyterian Church, a worship center whose denomination was born out of the Church of Scotland.

It is also the place where at 10 a.m. Sunday the Kirkin' service, rooted in 18th century Scottish history, will be celebrated.

The service is said to have been started in 1745 by Scottish families after the country was conquered by England. Forbidden from wearing tartans - plaid-patterned woolen kilts linked to their clans - the Highlanders hid pieces of their garb and often brought them to kirk, the Scottish English word for church, to be blessed.

In the early 1940s, Peter Marshall, a U.S. Senate chaplain and the Scottish-born pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, introduced the Kirkin' service to his congregation. The tradition spread quickly to other churches.

The annual Temple Terrace worship service, started by Lorena and Dan Macgregor about 25 years ago following a trip to Scotland, is one in which clan tartans are presented for blessing, traditional music is played by bagpiper Bob Sheldon of Sun City Center and where beadle Chuck Robertson from Gainesville, keeper of the Bible during the ceremony, recites the Lord's Prayer in Scottish.

"Being part Scottish, it's enjoyable and it's kind of a festive thing," said Sheldon, who's also played in gigs with the Temple Terrace Highlanders, a bagpipers' band.

Robertson, the son of Sid and Bobby Sue Robertson, grew up in the church. He likes his role in the service and dressing in full kilt.

"It's nice to have this tradition because it takes us back to our roots," he said.

John Campbell of Temple Terrace, who was also raised at Temple Terrace Presbyterian, finds it appealing that the service is meaningful to all churchgoers, regardless of whether they are of Scottish descent.

"For me it's a very moving service because as a child I never realized people of my religion were persecuted for practicing their religion," Campbell said.

Brenda Breedan, also a longtime resident of Temple Terrace and member of the church for more than 50 years, calls the service a "wonderful celebration of our heritage."

"I love it. It just makes you very, very proud and it just sends shivers up and down my spine," she said.

IF YOU GO

WHAT: Kirkin' o' the Tartan

WHEN: 10 a.m. Sunday

WHERE: 420 Bullard Parkway

INFORMATION: (813) 988-3514

