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A special service on Sunday will mark a momentous milestone in the life of Temple Terrace Presbyterian Church.

Elizabeth Kuehl will be formally installed as the first female lead pastor in the church's 54-year history. She fills the vacancy left by the Rev. Frederick Fife, who died in May 2007.

A six-member pastor nominating committee unanimously chose Kuehl from more than 200 candidates after an 18-month search. The group met almost weekly from July 2008 to mid-September.

Kuehl graduated from Wellesley College in 1975 with a bachelor's in English. Prior to receiving her call into the ministry in 2002, she worked in the insurance industry, where she met her husband, Phil, in 1988.

In 2005 she received her master's of divinity degree from Harvard University and was ordained in August 2006 as minister of Boston's Fourth Presbyterian Church. She also served as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Auburndale from September 2006 to June.

Kuehl delivered her first sermon in Temple Terrace on Nov. 1.

"I feel honored to be called here and my husband and I are excited to be apart of this vibrant community," Kuehl said. "I'm thrilled to be part of this wonderful church, with its school, its children, its music and its mission work."

Nominating committee member Judy Lowry described the lengthy selection process as intense but well defined. She said the Temple Terrace congregants are blessed to have Kuehl as their pastor.

"You are hiring the CEO of the organization, but you are also hiring a leader with a pastoral heart," Lowry said. "She brings to this position years of management, as well as a strong spiritual background."

Barbara Shimer, another nominating committee member, said the group was especially impressed with how gifted Kuehl is interacting with children and preaching to people of all ages.

"She's a very animated, outgoing person and she has a lot of energy," Shimer said. "She's right for us and we're right for her."

Andy Stahley, who serves as the church's clerk of the session, an elected position similar to that of a head elder in other Christian denominations, said he is delighted to have Kuehl on board.

"We feel the Lord has sent her to us to further our ministry," he said.

Mike Feeney, who also was on the nominating committee, couldn't agree more.

"She is fantastic with children, she connects well with members of the congregation, both as individuals and from the pulpit, and she's obviously a very sincere and caring person."

IF YOU GO

WHAT: Installation service for Temple Terrace Presbyterian Church's new lead pastor, the Rev. Elizabeth Kuehl

WHEN: 4:30 p.m. Sunday

WHERE: Temple Terrace Presbyterian Church, 402 Bullard Parkway

INFORMATION: (813) 988-3514

