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Playing their hearts out
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Northeast Tampa Musicians have made it their mission to bring the joy of music to the ears of people in need of peace and inspiration.

Since 2009, the group of classical musicians - a mix of professionals and amateurs - has sought to impart comfort through music to patients in area hospitals, nursing homes, retirement villages and hospice houses.

The artists, most of whom are members of the Tampa Bay Symphony, meet weekly to practice and plan for their visits. Their performances are orchestral-style, with string instruments that include the violin, viola, cello and, in some instances, a keyboard.

On Sunday, a sampling of their heartening spirits and sounds will unfold at Temple Terrace Presbyterian Church in a concert intended to bring some calm to Haitians devastated by the Jan. 12 earthquake. The event is free, but an offering will be collected.

"We're really excited about it," said Karen Mamel, a member of the ensemble whose idea it was to hold the benefit at the church she attends. "We all just love to play."

Bill Hayden, a former University of South Florida violin professor who is now an academic adviser at the School of Music, is the group's director. He earned bachelor's and master's degrees in music from the Juilliard School and a doctorate from Ball State University.

"The music has been selected to capture a wide range of emotions, from dramatic to light-hearted," said Hayden. "We hope it will motivate others to give of themselves and be generous so that there will be a revitalization in the social fabric of Haiti."

The Rev. Elizabeth Kuehl, the church's pastor, is grateful to all the musicians for their part in bringing hope to the people of Haiti.

"We are so blessed to have this meaningful mission opportunity, and it will be a wonderful day knowing that this congregation and the others involved as so focused on the world at large."

The concert will feature the music of Johann Sebastian Bach, Gaetano Donizetti, Antonio Vivaldi, Wolfgang Mozart, David Foster/Carole Bayer Sager, Heather Hardiman and Rolf Loveland.

The performance will last about an hour and 15 minutes. A reception will follow.

IF YOU GO

WHAT: Haiti Relief Concert

WHEN: 4 p.m. Sunday

WHERE: Temple Terrace Presbyterian Church, 420 Bullard Parkway

INFORMATION: www.ntmusic.freeiz .com

